
disability, need for special education, sexual orientation, family circumstances, gender, 

and race. 

 

Bullying is a dynamic of unhealthy interaction that can take many forms. It can be 

physical (e.g., hitting, pushing, tripping), verbal (e.g., name calling, mocking, or making 

sexist, racist, or homophobic comments), or social (e.g., excluding others from a group, 

spreading gossip or rumours). It may also occur through the use of technology (e.g., 

spreading rumours, images, or hurtful comments through the use of e-mail, cellphones, 

text messaging, Internet websites, or other technology). 

Children who suffer prolonged victimization through bullying, as well as children who 

use power and aggression as bullies, may experience a range of psycho-social prob-

lems that may extend into adolescence and adulthood. 

 Bullying adversely affects a student's ability to learn.  

 Bullying adversely affects healthy relationships and the school climate. 

 Bullying adversely affects a school's ability to educate its students.  

 Bullying will not be accepted on school property, at school-related activities, on 

school buses, or in any other circumstances (e.g., online) where engaging in bullying 

will have a negative impact on the school climate.  

 (The above information is taken from Policy/Program Memorandum No. 144, Ontario 

Ministry of Education) 

 

Remember….. 

 Students have the right to feel comfortable and safe while at school. 

 No one has the right to make anyone feel uncomfortable. 

 We need to educate bullies so that they know how to behave more appropriately.  

 It is never appropriate to deal with bullying issues by bullying back or bullying others 

– the problem will just escalate. 

 Tell us about the problem – silence allows the bullying to continue.  

 Talk to a teacher, EA, administrator, parent, friend; visit www.kidshelpphone.ca, Wes 

for Youth online, or call 1 800 668 6868. 

 

Please see the following Bluewater District School Board policies, which can be 

found online on our school website: Bullying Prevention BP- AP 6821-D and Human Rights 

BP-AP- 7520-D 

 

Safe Schools Teams 

At CDCS we have a Safe School’s team.  One primary focus of this group is bullying 

prevention, mental heatlh intervention and support strategies, training strategies, com-

munication, outreach, monitoring and review.  Please visit the board website on 

www.bwdsb.on.ca to access the  Bluewater District School Board’s bullying prevention 

policies and procedures  (Safe Schools BP-AP 6820-D). 
 

Choose to be Kind 

Chesley District Community School 

Home of the Cougars 

SCHOOL HANDBOOK 
 “Growing Together” 

 

231 4th Ave SE., Chesley Ontario  N0G1L0 

 

 

519-363-2344 

 

 
 

Wendy Louwerse – Principal   Brad Doherty- Vice-Principal 

wendy_louwerse@bwdsb.on.ca  brad_doherty@bwdsb.on.ca 
 

Welcome to another great year at  

Chesley District Community School.   

 
Please refer to this handbook if you have questions and  

to prepare for the 2019–2020 school year.    

 

Further information is provided in monthly newletters, on the school website and 

through the school and Bluewater District School Board social media accounts. 

 

Please feel free to contact the school should there be any concerns.   

http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.bwdsb.on.ca
mailto:wendy_louwerse@bwdsb.on.ca
mailto:brad_doherty@bwdsb.on.ca


Chesley District Community School  

Code of Conduct 

CDCS is a learning community which has high learning and behaviour expectations.  

These expectations are consistent, clear and communicated to all.  Structures 

are put in place to allow for the creation of a school culture where learning and 

safety are at the forefront of education.  This Code of Conduct was created 

with input from staff, students, administration and parents.  CDCS values the 

partnership between these groups. 

As well as having to respect self and others, students are also expected to 

respect: 

 The learning and teaching environment 

 Rules and authority 

 School property,  

 The environment,  

 The community 

Discipline is preventative, productive and positive.   

Expectations are communicated in the following ways:  Teach, Model, Re-

view, Practice 

Students will be held responsible for their work and actions. They are encour-

aged to work to their full potential.  If students need additional support they will 

be required to correct, practice, review, problem solve, plan and make restitu-

tion. When consequences are employed, they should be educational in nature 

rather than punitive.   
 

Address Changes 

All changes of address or phone numbers should be reported immediately 

to the school so that our records are up to date.  This is extremely important in 

the case of emergencies.  We must have an alternate phone number(s) in case 

you can’t be reached.  If this number changes please let us know. If an emer-

gency arises, we need to be able to contact you or your emergency contact.  

 
Allergies 

For the safety of all our students 

Chesley District Community School is    

Nut Free 

Please refrain from packing nuts or products containing nuts in 

your child’s lunch. 

 Swearing at a teacher or at another person in a position of authority. 

 Committing an act of vandalism that causes extensive damage to school 

property at the pupil’s school or to property located on the premises of the 

pupil’s school. 

 Bullying. 

 Persistent absence. 

 Persistent opposition to authority. 

 Habitual neglect of duty. 

 Willful destruction of school property. 

 The use of profane or improper language. 

 Conduct inconsistent with the Code of Conduct of the school or to the physi-

cal or mental well-being of others in the school. 
 

These suspensions may lead to an expulsion inquiry: 

Under the bill, a principal shall suspend a student for up to 20 days if the stu-

dent engages in any of the following activities while at school, at a school-

related activity or in other circumstances where engaging in the activity will 

have an impact on the school climate.  

 Possessing a weapon, including a firearm. 

 Using a weapon to cause or to threaten bodily harm to another person. 

 Committing physical assault on another person that causes bodily harm re-

quiring treatment by a medical practitioner. 

 Committing sexual assault. 

 Trafficking in weapons or illegal drugs. 

 Committing robbery. 

 Giving alcohol to a minor. 

 Hate motivated violence. 

 
Definition of Bullying 

For the purposes of policies on bullying prevention and intervention, school 

boards use the following definition of bullying:  

Bullying is typically a form of repeated, persistent, and aggressive be-

haviour directed at an individual or individuals that is intended to cause 

(or should be known to cause) fear and distress and/or harm to another 

person's body, feelings, self-esteem, or reputation. Bullying occurs in a 

context where there is a real or perceived power imbalance. 

 

Students may attain or maintain power over others in the school through real 

or perceived differences. Some areas of difference may be size, strength, age, 
intelligence, economic status, social status, solidarity of peer group, religion, ethnicity, 



zens and to be accountable for actions that put at risk the safety of others or 

oneself.  

The Provincial standards of behaviour apply not only to students, but also to 

all individuals involved in the publicly funded school system – parents or guardi-

ans, volunteers, teachers and other staff members – whether they are on school 

property, on school buses or at school-authorized events or activities.  

A progressive discipline approach will be used to determine the appropriate 

course of action.  Mitigating circumstances will always be considered. 

During the period of a suspension the suspended student is not permitted on 

any school grounds, on the grounds of any other school, on school buses, nor to 

attend school activities at any time. 

Guiding Principles - Roles and Responsibilities – for a complete listing please 

see www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/brochure/conduct/conduct.html 

Standards of Behaviour – Ministry of Education Code of Conduct  
Respect, civility and responsible citizenship 

All school members must:  

 respect and comply with all applicable federal, provincial and Municipal 

laws;  

 demonstrate honesty and integrity;  

 respect differences in people, their ideas and opinions;  

 treat one another with dignity and respect at all times, and especially when 

there is disagreement;  

 respect and treat others fairly, regardless of their race, ancestry, place of 

origin, colour, ethnic origin, citizenship, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 

age or disability;  

 respect the rights of others;  

 show proper care and regard for school property and the property of others;  

 take appropriate measures to help those in need;  

 respect persons who are in a position of authority;  

 respect the need of others to work in an environment of learning and teach-

ing.  
 

The Education Act - Bill 212 - The Education Amendment Act 

Under the bill, a principal shall consider whether to suspend a student for the 

following infractions whether they occur at school or at a school-related activity 

or in other circumstances where engaging in the activity will have an impact on 

the school climate.     

 Uttering a threat to inflict serious bodily harm on another person. 

 Possessing alcohol or drugs. 

 Being under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  

Due to allergies and medical concerns, students and staff are asked to use 

fragrance free personal products whenever possible…“No scents makes 

sense!” 

In the event that students and classmates have allergies to certain food 

products, these products may be restricted or banned in the school.  It is im-

portant to recognize that sometimes we have students with various sensitivities 

and life threatening allergies which may result in Anaphylaxis.   

 
Arrival and Dismissal 

Students are to arrive on the playground AFTER 8:35 a.m.    

This is the time we place staff supervision on the yard.  

Students arriving on a late bus will use the front entry doors in the mornings.  

In the interest of ensuring the safety of our children it is important that we 

know who is in the building. Parents picking up children during the instruction-

al day are asked to go to the front office and staff will call the child down to 

meet the parent.    

Parents are asked not to park in the circle drop off loop or in the bus loop. 

Parked cars reduce the traffic flow and create congestion. 

Parents picking up young children at the end of the day should meet their 

child at the back gate by the drop-off loop.  Walkers will be released at the 

end of the day and will exit via the primary playground. 

Junior and Intermediate Students are to use the 300 hall exit doors at the 

end of the day.  Walkers (including those students meeting younger siblings) are 

to walk through the primary playground to exit the school grounds (and meet-

ing siblings) via 7th street, not through the bus area or the main halls. 

All primary students are to use the primary playground doors to exit and 

then meet with their siblings on the primary playground. 

Students walking to school are advised to take great care and to follow all 

pedestrian and traffic safety rules.  There are two primary crossing areas for 

County Road 10 / 1st Avenue: 

1) Downtown Crosswalk (1st Avenue and 2nd Street South-East)  The sidewalk 

along 4th Avenue South-East is extended to a crossing area on the North-

West area of the school. 

2) Intersection of 1st Avenue South/ County Road 10 and 7th Street South-

Please DO NOT park on the laneway (Thompson’s lane) to the south of the school drop 

off loop.  This laneway is private property. 
Please be respectful of our neighbours. 



East where a Crossing Guard has been provided by the Municipality of 

Arran-Elderslie  

Students are encouraged to walk on the sidewalk on the South side of 7th 

street South-East. 

At day’s end, the gymnasium entrance is to be used ONLY for bus students. 
 

Assemblies  

At CDCS we have assemblies to  introduce new initiatives and to highlight 

and celebrate some of the successes that have occurred throughout the 

school year.  Chesley District Community School also celebrates with a Winter 

Concert in December and a Spring Concert in May. 
 

Attendance Procedures  

Please call the school before 8:45 a.m. if your child is going to be absent.  A 

message may be left on the answering machine (extension 100 Safe Arrival) if 

calling prior to 8:30 a.m. The school is obligated to call home if a child has not 

reported to school or if we have not received a phone call explaining the ab-

sence.  This is part of our Safe Arrival Program.   

School Phone Number for Safe Arrival: 519-363-2344 

Students who are required to leave school during the day must present a 

note signed by a parent to Mrs. Watson (Office Manager).  The note should indi-

cate the reason for having to leave the school. Unless special provisions have 

been made, students are expected to remain at the school for nutrition breaks. 

Parents must come to the office to sign the student out and to sign them back 

in if returning.  Please go to the office first, not to your child’s classroom.  We will 

arrange to have your child at the office if we know you are coming or we can 

call them to the office when you arrive.  Please remember only the Northwest 

doors are open during the school day. 

Students who feel ill must report this information to their teacher.    Classroom 

teachers will contact the office and an office professional or an administrator 

will attempt to contact parents/guardians.  Students are not allowed to leave 

the building without school and parental consent. 

Lateness - Students are expected to be on time for school.  Should you know 

in advance that your child will be late, please notify the office. If students arrive 

late to school, they will need to visit the office for a late slip to take to their 

teacher for admission to class.   

A note, personal message or phone call to the school is required if: 

 a student is or will be late (if possible) 

 a student is or will be absent 

Volunteers 

Volunteers greatly enhance the program we are able to provide.  Breakfast 

Club Volunteers – contact Janine Love at Janine_Love@bwdsb.on.ca 

Library Volunteers—contact Karen Quan at Karen_Quan@bwdsb.on.ca 

Other Volunteers – please contact Sarah Reid at 519-363-2344 ext. 225 

For all other volunteer opportunities please contact the office or your child’s 

teacher. 

Volunteers working in sensitive situations (i.e. working 1:1 or on overnight 

trips) are required to provide a criminal reference check before beginning work 

at the school.  These reference checks can take up to 6 weeks to process, so 

please submit yours early if you wish to be considered as a volunteer/

community coach at the school, especially for field trips and overnight excur-

sions.  

Class Schedule  

3 minute Warning bell rings prior to recess transition. 

 

Ministry of Education Code of Conduct  
Introduction  

The Ontario Code of Conduct sets clear provincial standards of behaviour. It 

specifies possible consequences for student actions that do not comply with 

these standards. Our school Code of Behaviour is based on these guidelines.  

A school is a place that promotes responsibility, respect, civility and aca-

demic excellence in a safe learning and teaching environment. All students, 

parents, teachers and staff have the right to be safe, and feel safe, in their 

school community. With this right comes the responsibility to be law-abiding citi-

Time CDCS 
8:35 Yard Entry 

8:35- 8:50 Breakfast Club 
8:47 3 minute Warning Bell 
8:50 Line Up Bell 

8:50—9:00 School Entry / Period 1 
9:30 Period 2 

10:10 Period 3 
10:50-11:10 
11:10-11:30 

Nutrition Break:  JK-4 Eating time/Grade 5-8 Recess* 
Nutrition Break:  Grade 5-8 Eating time/JK-4 Recess* 

11:30 Period 4 
12:10 Period 5 
12:50 Period 6 

1:30-1:50 
1:50-2:10 

Nutrition Break:  JK-4 Eating time/Grade 5-8 Recess* 
Nutrition Break:  Grade 5-8 Eating time/JK-4 Recess* 

2:10 Period 7 
2:40 Period 8 
3:10 Dismissal Bell 
3:20 Buses Depart 

mailto:Janine_Love@bwdsb.on.ca


 Will identify priority issues as outlined in the Min. of Ed. Program Memoran-

dum 122 and provide advice to the school community members who 

may take action 

 Will provide ideas and opinions to assist the Principal in making decisions 

which should reflect the views of the school community and what is best 

for the students 

 Will maintain a school-wide-focus on all issues. Council meetings will not 

include discussion about individual parents, students, staff, trustees or oth-

er council members 

 Minutes from Council meetings are posted on the school’s website and 

can also be received in paper form by contacting the school. Special no-

tices and information coming from Council meetings are included in 

monthly newsletters 
 

Washrooms 

Signage is provided clearly indicating which bathrooms are designated for 

use by students. 

Note:  The washroom located in the gymnasium hallway will only be used for 

elementary students between the hours of 8:00 am – 3:30 pm.  After 3:30 pm, 

this washroom may be used by adults attending student and community 

events, games, and practices in the gymnasium. 

The gender neutral washroom is located in the 300 hall to the left of Staff 

Washrooms. 
 

Visitors to the School, Parking & Entry 

Parking & Entry 

Visitor parking is located in the spots to the north along the entrance drive 

way.   

To ensure the safety of all our students, school doors are locked at all times.  

A camera and doorbell have been installed to the right of the Northwest doors.  

When visiting the school or picking up a student, please press the button and 

Mrs. Watson will buzz you in.   

We love to have visitors, but we also need to ensure school security.  All par-

ents and visitors are requested to check into the main office.  You will be asked 

to sign the visitors’ book and, if you plan to stay, wear a visitor’s tag. Parents 

picking up children during the day are asked to go directly to the office.  Stu-

dents will be called to the office by Mrs. Watson.  Prior to this dismissal bell, there 

is seating in front the office and parents are welcome to wait there.   
 

 a student must leave the school prior to regular dismissal 

 a bus student is not riding the bus home 

 Please do not write this information solely in your child’s planner, be-

cause if there is a supply teacher, this information may not reach the 

office.  
 

Backpacks and Coats 

Backpacks and jackets/coats are not permitted in the classroom.  Please 

keep them in your assigned locker or on your hook. 

Students who are assigned lockers are to complete and hand in a locker 

contract and keep their belongings safely locked at all times. 
 

Bicycles/Scooters/Skateboards/Heelies  

Bicycles are to be placed in bicycle racks as soon as students arrive at 

school and remain in the racks until the end of the school day.  Locks are highly 

recommended.  Bicycle parking is at the south end of the school next to the 

playground. 

Students are asked to walk their scooters, remove heelies, and pick up 

skateboards before entering school property. Please encourage your children 

to obey safety rules at all times. Students need to remember to wear their hel-

mets and other protective gear.  Scooters may be stored in lockers or inside the 

entrance doors. 

The school is not liable or responsible for stolen, lost or damaged items. 

 

Breakfast Club Program 

Breakfast Club is available for all students starting at 8:40 a.m. Community 

members and parents/family interested in volunteering to assist with Breakfast 

Club are encouraged to leave their name at the school office. This program 

would not operate without the generosity of many community members, 

through both daily volunteering and fundraising. Thank you to those who give of 

themselves to support this program. 

 
Busing Policy  

Students who are assigned to a particular bus will only be allowed to ride on 

that bus in accordance with board policy.   

Students who miss their assigned bus do not have the option of boarding an 

alternative bus.  

Transportation for birthday parties or sleepovers is the responsibility of the par-

ent. The best way to remember this is, “One child, one seat, one bus”.  



Announcements of bus cancellations due to inclement weather will be 

made on CFOS 106.5 and CKNX 101.7 prior to 8am and will be posted to the 

school website. Parents can also call the school for the latest update on bus 

and school status in the event of adverse weather.  

Also the Student Transportation Service Consortium of Grey-Bruce now pro-

vides a link to the cancellations website can easily be found on the Consortium 

website at www.brucegreyschoolbus.ca (follow the link named “Bus Cancella-

tion Website”). Cancellations for our school will appear on the page named 

"Zone 01 Chesley, Tara & Desboro" http://stscgbzone01.wordpress.com/. If you 

would like to automatically receive an email each time a new posting is made 

just press the “Follow” button at the bottom of the screen and enter your email 

address. You can also follow on Twitter and RSS. 

 
Cellphones and other Electronics 

All electronics must be used respectfully, responsibly and for educa-

tional purposes under teacher’s approval.  Rules for responsible use and 

safety will be communicated by your teacher.  Teachers are permitted to 

temporarily relocate any electronics which are being used in an inap-

propriate manner.  The school is not liable for student-owned electronic 

devices.  The Principal will store electronic devices for safe keeping, if 

needed.   
 

Citizenship 

All students are expected to respect and comply with all applicable federal, 

provincial and municipal laws. 

Students cannot possess or be under the influence of illicit drugs or alcohol.  

Smoking is prohibited on school property.  The use of E-Cigarettes is not allowed 

on school property. 
 

Contacting a Teacher 

Parents wishing to contact their child’s teacher are encouraged to call the 

office, email the teacher directly through the teacher’s board email address 

(firstname_lastname@bwdsb.on.ca) or leave a message on the teacher’s 

school voicemail.  Teachers will respond as quickly as possible.  Please refrain 

from contacting the teacher at home, calling the teacher’s personal cell 

phone or engaging teachers in conversations about school issues in public ven-

ues.  Parents are encouraged to contact the teacher if any concerns arise, as 

the partnership between school and home is valued in best supporting students. 

Nutrition Breaks and Cafeteria Use  

Children are encouraged to bring healthy and nutritious food in their lunch-

es.  During nutrition breaks students in grades 5 to 8 will have the opportunity to 

have their lunch in the cafeteria.  Information will be sent home in October con-

cerning possible lunch purchase options (i.e. Pizza & Milk). 

The principal will consult with parents of students who have food allergies to 

provide a safe environment for lunch times.  We have a number of children who 

have a life-threatening allergy to nuts.  We ask parents to refrain from sending 

foods with nuts or nut by-products to school. Please check labels and ensure 

that your child’s lunch items are produced in a nut-free facility. We appreciate 

your assistance in reducing the risk for these children.   
 

Playground 

Students are not permitted on the playground until the first bell at 

8:35am as there is no supervision until this time.  Students are expected to 

leave the playground promptly at the 3:10pm dismissal bell.   

Students are expected to play in the appropriately designated areas and 

only on the equipment appropriate to their grade level.  Students are expected 

to comply with equipment closures that occur due to weather or repair.  Stu-

dents wearing boots or flip flops are not permitted on the climbers.   

Administration will review toys and activities in the playground for appropri-

ate use with students.  Play needs to be respectful in nature and toys and play-

ground equipment need to be used fairly by all students.  
 

Reporting Suspected Child Abuse 

Parents are advised that schools and teachers must report cases of suspect-

ed child abuse to the Bruce-Grey Child and Family Services (BGCFS(. When a 

child shares facts that point to suspected abuse (e.g. physical, sexual, mental, 

neglect), the school is legally obligated to contact the BGCFS. The welfare of 

the child is a priority.  In the case where tensions may have escalated in the 

home, the assistance provided by an outside agency can take the pressure off 

both the caregiver and child.  
 

School Community Council 

School Councils are an independent advisory body acting as a forum for all 

school community stakeholders which: 

 Provide advice on action to be taken while respecting the responsibilities 

and duties of the principal, school personnel and the board as outlined in 

the Education Act and in Board Policies 

http://www.brucegreyschoolbus.ca
http://stscgbzone01.wordpress.com/
mailto:firstname_lastname@bwdsb.on.ca


case of serious accidents, the Ontario School Board’ Insurance Exchange must 

be notified by school staff. School staff will also contact home for lesser injuries 

to ensure parents/guardians are aware of the incident.  

 
Insurance - Accident & Life Insurance 

Provincial law prevents the school board from insuring your son/daughter 

against accident or loss of life.  If you do not have your own personal type of 

family accident insurance (including teeth) consider the merit of enrolling in the 

Accident and Life Insurance Plan which is offered through the school in Sep-

tember. 
 

Lining Up and Hallway Behaviour 

Students are expected to begin moving towards the doors after the warning 

bell.  At the entry bell students in grades JK to 4 are expected to line up and 

wait for the teacher on duty to let them in.  While classes are in progress, stu-

dent movement in hallways is expected to occur in a respectful manner.  It 

must be orderly, quiet, and safe at all times. 
 

Lost Clothing 

Since so many articles of clothing, boots, etc. are similar, your child will be 

able to locate any lost articles more easily if each article has a name tag con-

taining both first and last names.  Articles are kept in the Lost and Found bin and 

you may visit the lost and found at any time. Items not claimed at the end of 

each term are washed and donated to an organization for distribution to the 

needy. Please take a few minutes to label your child’s clothes. 
 

Medication 

If a student requires ongoing prescribed medication (during 

school hours), the following procedures, as set out by the Bluewater 

District School Board, must be followed: 

 Signed parental authorization must be provided. 

 Directions from the prescribing physician must be submitted by 

the parent (forms are available from the office). 

 Medication must be stored in the school office and must be ad-

ministered by an adult in the school, as indicated on the authori-

zation form. 

 Medication must be in a properly labeled container (e.g. phar-

macist’s label) 

 Please inform the school if/when your child no longer requires 

medication and we will update our records accordingly. 

Dress Code 

The following Dress Code has been established following Ministry of Educa-

tion guidelines and in consultation with parents and the Code of Conduct 

Committee. 
 

Physical Education Class 

Students in grade 4 and up are strongly encouraged to dress appropriately 

for Phys Ed. In accordance with Ontario Physical Education Safety Guidelines 

gym shorts must be free of any loops or pockets and loose fitting to allow for 

free movement.  Shirts must meet the minimal standards of school summer wear 

guidelines.   

Students will be asked to remove jewelry and accessories for gym or at any 

other time the teacher feels the items represent a safety risk.   

All students require gym shoes with non-marking soles. During wet seasons 

children will benefit from a change of footwear for indoors. 
 

Clothing 

During the winter and on rainy days children will need to dress appropriately 

for outdoor recesses (i.e. rain jacket, warm clothing, hats, mitts, scarves, boots, 

snow pants, splash pants, etc.) 

 

Warm Weather Wear:   

Students are reminded that school is their ‘work environment’ when select-

ing their clothing.  Although clothing articles may be fashionable, they may not 

be appropriate for school.  At CDCS our Dress Code allows for the expression of 

individuality and personal choice while sustaining a respectful learning and 

teaching environment for the school community.   

Specifically, students are expected to wear clothing and accessories appro-

priate for school activities where “appropriate” is defined as: 

 Free of advertising or references to tobacco, sex, violence, drugs or alcohol, 

or gender/racial slurs 

 Complete covering of undergarments 

 Complete covering of the torso – including chest, back and stomach 

 Clothing must be in good repair (no gaping holes, proper hem) 

 Bottoms must be of reasonable length so that proper discretion is being ex-

ercised 

 Clothing material should be opaque for tops and bottoms 

These and other dress code requirements will be enforced at the discretion 

of teachers, or the principal.  

If students arrive wearing inappropriate clothing, they may be asked to 



change their clothing. We attempt to avoid contacting parents to bring clothes 

to the school when possible, as this is inconvenient for both parents and staff. 

Students are aware of dress code expectations and are expected to be vigilant 

when selecting their daily dress. We will do our best to provide extra t-shirts for 

wear that day if students do not bring additional clothes or do not have any 

other items into which they can change. Shorts are a greater challenge, so a 

call home may be necessary. If there are concerns or issues, teachers will han-

dle the situation discreetly asking the child to remove, cover or turn clothing in-

side out for the day.  If the concerns are ongoing, we will contact parents. 
 

Hats 

Students are expected to their remove hats (including baseball caps) in the 

school (except for religious or medical reasons or teacher approval for special 

circumstances) and always for the playing of the national anthem.   
 

Shoes  

Although flip flops are not banned for play on the yard, please be advised 

that during the spring and fall, we have many occurrences involving students 

whose toes are scraped on the pavement or stepped on by others. We recom-

mend more protective footwear, such as running shoes, for school. Students 

who play soccer or other sports involving quick movements/running at recess 

times should be wearing proper footwear.  
 

Eating 

When eating, do so respectfully and clean up after yourself in the cafeteria 

or other designated areas.  Designated areas for eating include:    

 Cafeteria (Grades 5-8) 

 Specified regular classrooms  (JK- Grade 4) 

Students are given time to eat their snacks in the classroom and/or the cafe-

teria and will be asked not to take them on the yard.  Students who wish to 

leave the school property during nutrition time must be picked up and returned 

by a parent.  Please inform the office. 
Emergency Procedures - Fire Drills, Lockdown Drills and Severe Weather Drills 

As required by the Bluewater District School Board and the Ontario Fire Mar-

shall, students are instructed on and given practice in following school safety 

procedures. These procedures are used during drills and ensure students are 

ready for any other evacuation deemed necessary.  

 

Field Trips and Excursions 

Field trips outside the school property will take place during different times in 

the school year.  Parents will be informed as to the nature of the trip and all per-

tinent details.  It is important that Bluewater permission forms must be signed 

and returned at least one day prior to the trip.  Students who do not return the 

appropriate permission forms on time will not be allowed to participate.  Please 

ensure you sign both sides of the form giving your permission and acknowledg-

ing that you are aware of any risks on the field trip.  Some costs may be in-

volved to cover transportation and admission.  Applications for financial assis-

tance are available at the office.  Alternate programming will be provided at 

the school for students who do not attend field trips.  Students are expected to 

follow the school’s Code of Conduct while representing the school on field trips 

and excursions. 

 
Gum 

Students are not allowed to chew gum, unless authorized by their teacher.   
 

Head Lice Checks  

All parents are encouraged to check through their children's hair on a regular 

basis. In the event that a child is discovered to have lice or nits while at school, 

parents/guardians will be contacted.  A letter will be sent home with every child 

in the class, indicating that there has been a case of head lice, which will in-

clude tips for treatment of head lice and nits. The school has a Robi-comb avail-

able for loan should you need one.  We encourage you to use the school news-

letter, which comes home at the beginning of each month, as your reminder 

that it’s time for a check.  
 

Health  

Please discuss/share any unusual health problems with your child’s teacher 

and the office.  Of special interest to staff is information concerning allergies, 

sight and hearing challenges, heart or respiratory diseases and mobility chal-

lenges. Parents are asked to inform the office of any communicable diseases 

contracted by their child.  If your child seems ill at home in the morning he/she 

would usually be much better off in the comfort of home. School personnel are 
NOT allowed to dispense medication (e.g. aspirin), without authorization signed 

by a parent. There is a specific form that would need to be filled out—please 

contact the office.  

 

Injuries to Students 

In the case of injuries involving students, all attempts will be made to notify 

parents immediately, before any professional medical attention is given.  In the 


